Ischemic cardiomyopathy.
The term "ischemic cardiomyopathy" was used initially to describe a clinical syndrome that was indistinguishable from primary congestive cardiomyopathy but due to severe, diffuse coronary artery disease. The term has been expanded to include the larger category of myocardial disease secondary to coronary artery disease. Using this expanded definition, we have discussed the varied clinical presentations of congestive ischemic cardiomyopathy and restrictive ischemic cardiomyopathy (stiff heart syndrome and right ventricular infarction), and how the effects of ischemia on left ventricular systolic and diastolic performance may cause these varied presentations. The prognosis of any ischemic cardiomyopathy is related primarily to the degree of ventricular dysfunction and the extent of coronary artery disease. Therapy is aimed at preventing or ameliorating myocardial ischemia and halting the progression of, or even reversing, the deterioration in myocardial function.